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TWELVE PAGES.
THE NEWS THIS MORNING.

Foreign..Several of the Irish assassins wero
Identified la com t ; disclosures of a startling char¬
acter wero made. : ¦¦ ¦¦: The crisis In
France il still pending ; the dc'nato on the
question of expelling members of reoent
reigning families hmo been fixed for Monday.
Messrs. Davitt, Healy and Quinn have been In¬
formed that unless they fiimi-.h bail wittiin a week
tboy will be sent to jail. ** __a A steamr-lnp has
boen wrecked near Swansea; the crew perished.
Congress..In the .Senate yesterday a munher of

petitioas and menionuls were presented. The Tai ill
bill was further considered. ¦ a Tho session of
Ihe House was devoted to geneial debntt. on the
Tarifl bill.
Domestic.-In the Colorado Legislature yester¬

day Thomas M. Bowen was elected United States
benntor for tho long term and H. A. VV. Taber for
the short term. The Marquis of Lome visited
the Senate. ___=- Delia Gilbert was held for trial in
Stratford, Conn., lor the murd.-r of her sister,
Pha.be Urush. One mau was killed and sev¬

eral woui ded by a railroad accident near Wabash,
Ind. ¦ Aaron Clowan, engineer of the Kast
Trenton Pottery, was fatally injured by an ex¬

plosion of tbe boiler. nena The deficit in the ac¬

counts of treasurer Folk, of Tenn -see, amounts to

t>'2U2,4'27 25. ¦ Horatio lowks, of Klngstoo, N.
Y., baa been missing f'>r a week.
City and Suburban..Further testimony In re¬

gard to the State prisons was heard yes¬
terday br the Assembly (.'oumul tie,

Au explosion of gas oocurred in
n manhole at Broadway and Muiden-laue.
1 Notices were sent by Inspector E-ter-
brooW to the proprietors of the Astor
House end other hotels. - '¦ Arguments
were heard on tho question of restraining the tran¬
ter of Western Union stock. Jo.'m Ble___*_.
the forger who defrauded a bank at Dallas. Texas,
attempted to commit suioide.-A tight, after a

servauts' ball in Irvin/ Hall, ended in the fatal
stabbing 01 ono of the iiarticipauts. __________ Charges
of heresy are to be preferred against the R-y. K.
Heber Newton. Gold value of tue legal-tender
Oliver dollar (412 _ grains), 84.11 cents
Stocks generally were dull, >>ut with interesting
fluctuations, and at the en) were steady.
Ihe Weather..Tribune local observations indi¬

cate fair or clear unit warmer weather, preceded by
cloudy weather and light ram. Temperature yes¬

terday: Highest. 34°; lowest. __7°; average. 31V.

There are two chapters iii the temperance
lee-son taught by the story ol' Edward Fiun as

told In our local columns to-day. Not only
was the quarrel into which he fell on his way
home from the bull due to di ink, but the poor
fellow was bo much under tl 0 influence of
liquor thut he did not know until too late that
he bad been stabbed. The moral of thia is bo

familiar that it lc iiunecess.ily to draw it.

The desperate struggle of the forger John
Stewart to take his own lifo in the
Desbrosses-st. ferry-house, is .mother proof
that it often requires more courage to
live than to die. This man had spent
many years of his lifo in prison, and the
chances were that he would end his days
within stone walls. Apparently the knowledge
tliat his crimes deserved punishment (intend-d
io reform him) di;l not soften the prospect.

m-

When Mr. Converse, of Ohio, reflects upon
the matter coolly, he may be inclined to won¬

der If a " general debate" on a dangerous
measure I* a gocd thing, or nt lt a>t il it is not
wise to avoid taking uart in it. The ipooeL
which he made yt-steiduy in the House to
eustain hi-- belief in the constitutional power
of C-C-M___l te pass protective laws, was ex-

Oelleut, but it is heavy odds to snnill oue.s that
it settled his eh.mies ns 11 compromise candi¬
date for the Speakership of the next House.

It is to be hoped tliat the fears of thc teach¬
ers in our public, schools that their salarii¦.
may be cut down, will not be rallied. A re¬

duction of their wages tau hardly be iutendid
by the C_____k_______) who have ieeently in¬

creased by $1,500 the amount pnid lo the
head of that excellent institut ion, the Nounal
College. The Board of Education m;iy be
troubled to make both ends meet this jmnj
Yrith the present appropriation, but the saving
should not be at the expense of tho teachers.
They work haiti and are not overpaid,

The charges against the management of our

State Prison-., made before the A-sembly Com¬
mittee now in this city, grow nio.e appalling
from day to day. If the ex-convi ts uud some of
the ex-keeperc can bc believcd.tht- prisoners are

driven to insanity, death aud suicide at a fearful
rete, and the tortures ol' the Spanish Inquisi¬
tion were lrivolouicompared with those endured
by the poor wretches ut Sing Sing and (linton.
Th e accusations are so dreadful that it is im-
possible to accept them without the greatest al¬
lowance. We are not yet ready to believe that
the authorities of the prisons arc bends in hu-

chuyo. The committee will do well to

look sharply and eec that ¦ft4.e-_ppot__.tt_ pttfc
tieiau is furnishing tho MtMffctM tlhlch ibo
witnesses give |HM_M (o.

It has been apparent EDI some titnr. (hot WM
Rev. K. Heber Newton, of Ail Soul.' | \n|lion
Memoriali Church, was ibo likeliest oimuM-
date for OodeottOtiCtl itmilvi'lom now within
tile palo ol tho Episcopal t'huivh. GhtTgM
of violating bis orditiiilion vow** Mt soon lo

be pnlm__ ngninwl bim. bused M_ Ids recent
Hermons on Ibo Hilde. They hit only delayed
until HMM ___-__IM_ Mt MOM accessible
throii_.1i publication, lt will bo interesting to

see bow stnmg a MM of lieioy can be made mit

against Mr. Newton. Most ol the accusations
which, lodging from MO M-iinons, must be

made against him have alu tidy been preferred
against Hitppot-ed oflbndcrs in the Church of

England, and were not su-daiiied. A pMM0t>
tion will only be likely to add to this
pastor's popularity. Mr. Newton may bo a

heretic so far as bis views po, but Mill per¬
haps he might bo tolerated in the Episcopal
Church so long as tho Kev, Edward Cowley,
of the Shepherd's Fold notoriety, ls allowed to

remain iu its ministry. Mr. Newton has not
yet passed a year in the penitentiary.

Street explosions havo ceased to lie funny.
The one which occurred at Fulton and Nassau
6ts. on Friday has now been followed by an¬

other, more eerious, at Broadway aud Maiden-
lane. No one was killed, but several persons'
have been seriously injured. Probably there
are not two points in the city where the crowds
are greater during the day than at th? places
where tho accidents occurred. It ls indeed
wonderful that the consequences of MOM ex¬

plosions were not moro serious. Hut,
plainly, something must bo done to mako
the streets safe. If the managers of tho
American Steam Heating and Power Company
and the Gaslight Company cannot arrange
their pipes and tho other adjuncts of their

systems so that accidents of this kind can bc

prevented, some steps must be taken to stop
their work altogether. The discomfort of torn-

up streets can be endured, but ihe pavements,
when they aro down linally, must be safe for

the residents of this great ciry to walk upon.
The troublo in these last two instance-*
seems to be tliat a man-hole of the
Steam Heating Company was filled by gas

from the leaking pipes of tho Mutual QeaHght
Company, aud when it was reached bj linnie
the explosion came oft'. The companies can

decide who is responsible for the accident ns

they pleaso; but it is the piala duty of the
authorities to see to" it quickly that thc lives
ot our citizens are no longer endOBfertd in

this way. If nothing else can lie done tin¬
man-holes can bc filled Dp and the Meani

turned oil.

WORK FOR THE LEGISLATURE
Beneficial legislation for this city is hardly to

be expected cf the present Legislature. 11n-

only city measures that have yet received atten¬

tion at Albany have bein such as will increase
expenditures or relieve persons who have fUh
lated a law from its penalties. Time seems to

hang heavily on the hands of some of tho mem¬
bers, howevei, and if a reform measure could
be devised which would not Interfere with
their patronage' they might be induced to girt
it some attention. Whethei or not a bill to

change the laws iu renard to thc special and
trust account! of the city would prove t<> ho
such a measure is questionable. Thc present
system ol managing such .accounts ought,
however, to be changed.
Prior to 1804 all stocks and bond* were is¬

sued by authority ot the Common Council or

Board ol Supervisors under acts of the Legisla¬
ture passed upon the application of the corpo¬
rate authorities. It became the practice ol the
members of thom, bodies to bargain for ap¬

pointments and make other demittids before
authorizing the issue of necessary stacks to
eontiuue public improvements, and that led to

a chance in the law. Authority wus obtained
for the Controller to issue stocks and bondi
upon the requisition of department beads.
This change opened the door to the enormous

frau.ls under the Tweed i/gime. The gieat in¬

crease iu the deht of the city was due to the in¬
discriminate manner in whteh the drl>t-c in¬

fracting power was exercised at that time. '1 he

Board ot Estimate and Apportionment was

devised to take the place of the Common Coun¬
cil in nuthoi izmir the issue of bonds and
in the control of the city expenditures. It has
proved a great impiovemeut over formei meth¬
ods, but complete condoi has never been given
to lt.
Boom of the laws passed during Tweed's

days, givinguiscrelionary powers to Ampollanni
heads in the matter of expenditures, are still in

force, and these give rise to th© special and
trust accounts already referred to. The
heads of nome of the departments can ot
their own motion proceed willi undertakings in
the name and on behalf ot the city, which will
compel the issue of the city bundi it may bu to

au unlimited amount. The annual l.udget of the
Board ot Estimute and Apportionment does not

i.y any means include all the city expenditures
for the yeur. Thut Boord made on appropria¬
tion of 12,497,300 for the Deportment of Pub¬
lic Works for the present iyear. As ii mattrr of
fact the expenditures ol tho departinent may be
il.mille that sum under existiutf law-.. lum!
dition to the appropriation last year booda were

issued to the amouut of $1,01(1,000 for thc
Croton Water Fund, mid to the amount ol
$2,000,000 for other purposes. Bonds for
$0:i7,00() were issued for the expenses of the
Dock Department, and other issues were made
tor expenditures elsewhere.

It is mandatory upon the Board of Estimate
and Apportionment te leCDC these bondi when¬
ever requisition u mode bj -hedepartmi.nl
booda. Why should not the estimates fer these
expenditures be made out in detail and suli-
mitted to tba Boord of'Estimate ond Appor¬
tionment for its approval before any liability is
incurred, the same as fer other depnrtment ex¬

penses." I'lililieity and open discussion are tin-

great safeguards of honest government. Why
should the Commission..!*of Public Winks, for
instance, be allowed to expend $1,000,000 a

year in any way be may please, so long as ht
technically keeps within thc law which ii quires
this fund to be used for the purpose oi un rOBO*

int' ihe water supply? And why should the
eipenaiture.. of the Doch Deportment be
charged to tho city debt and limited only by
th* discretion of the heads of tin department ?
The result ot this system was shown in the tlc
fuUations uncovered lu that dopnitincnt In
1881. In referring to thia Rltyeet, Mayor
Grace said in one ot his messages I '; Tho Dock
"Ilejiarimeiit hts conducted tho most impor-
.Mant transactions ulmost entirely without
"record. It hus expended over $7,000,000 in
..construction and geneial repairs without
.-keeping any books to show the details ot
¦ cost." Tho whole matter was investigated hy
a committee of the Assembly, but for some un-
kuown reason its report wussuppiessed. why
the Tammany statesman who was at tlc heud
of that committee suppressed tho report has been
made the mil'jecl of an inquiry by a committee
of the present Assembly at Albany. Had the de¬
partment been under the control cf the Board
ot Estimate and Apportionment and required

lo make out estimates in rictnilit conld not
well have done business in such a loose manner.

Thl separate treasury cf the Police Depart¬
ment ehoiild be abolished. Tbe contracting
power might not to be the auditing and paying
power In any branch of the Government.
Theie ls np uniformity in the present manage¬
ment of Ihe city expenditures. While oue depart -

munt niniiot spend a dollar without au appropri¬
ation, another one can spend millions. The
Boord of Estimate and Apportionment should
have Um entire control of the expenditures. A
public bodjT is always a safer repository of
power dian a single individual who acts iu pru¬
vale.

WISE VIEWS OS TEMPERASCF.
The current number of Ut (hmtian I'l.ion

contains a symposium on the Temperance ques¬
tion which deserves the careful attention of all
students of tliat Intricate problem. Tho editor
sent out requests several weeks ago to a eec re

cf representative men, asking them to suggest
practical measures for reducing the present
evils of drunkenness and llquor-sclling. Re¬
plies are published from Mr. Whittier, the Bev.
Dis. II. C. Potter and William II. Tnylor, of
thia city, and H. W. Thomas, of Chicago \ ex-

Governor Long, the Hon. William B. Wash¬
burn, ,1. Max Hark and P. T. Barnum. Thc
most striking thing about the replies ls the en¬

tire unanimity of the eight writers concerning
the merits of prohibition on a remedy. Every
one of them ls opposed to lt. The Editor says
that in addition to the letters published ho re¬

ceived others in which the writers said that
their views were so far out of harmeny willi
those of the temperance .leaders that they did
not caro to publish them at present, lest they
should provoke to controversy rather than to

good works. Thus it is made apparent that
nearly or quite all of the representative men
whose views were sought are aureed that the
surest way for tho advocates ot temperance to

advance their caine is to confine themselves
to tem porn te methods and measures,
Tho eight replies published could all havo

been bummed up iu one, so tar as unanimity on

the few main points is concerned, and signed
asa common declaration of belief. All the
w iiti n OgrnO that intcuipeiancr is a great evil j

thut it is impossil le to suppress it at once by
decree ; that it is useless to russ laws which are

in adv ince ot public sentiment | that so lon? as

tho present restrictive laws nro not enforced, it
ls folly to think of passing more stringent or

prohibitory ones; and that tho present duty of
al! temperance advot ates ls to unite and create

a piil.lic sentiment strong enough tu sustain
the present enactments end thus DTOporo the
way for others moro stringent. The strength
of this position ia undeniable, lt is sustained
tty ull the writers with earnest and convincing
arguments, who li, in nearly nil iun'an. i-, ure

accompanied by piactical suggestions, lt is
evident tbnt all the writers havo been moro or

less iiillueticed by the part which the prohibi¬
tion question plave.l in the elections of last fall.
Mr. Whittier rnliuits tran, ly that those eloo-

tions convinced bim that "egree! work ot

moral MaeiOfl ami pcison.il example must be
done before law ( an be in.nie aiailahli ."' lie
had previously thought that the ¦ dieadlul evil
ol intemperance might be clucked ond linally
abolished by logtllctiTB action," but he is con¬

vinced now thai tliss education ol the morel
motitiimi must precede legislation. Dr. Totter
finds encouragement in tho increasing sym¬
pathy of tho two wings ot temperance reform¬
ers.the advocates of prohibition mid the ad¬
vocates of license. Ile thinks the DfOCOOt
drift of tho temperance movement is toward a

combined eflort of ell Ile advocates in the di¬

rection ot O wise n .-.trictioD, * and ia this," he
adds, ¦ I eau but think lies its strength.''
Dr. Thom.is, writing in Chicago, in a State

which hos put emeiged fumi a prohibitory
amendment struggle, has thc CO-TOgC lo sa.

** I cannot feel that forcible prohibition is right
**iis a principle ; andi am quite sure it would
" fail as a practical method." Di. 1 a> lor says :

u It is idle to talk of prohibition.which ie the
-'utmost form of lestrictioti.when WO cannot

"have the lOOOeOltof restriction now on the
.'statute book earned out." TbeM MO the
views of men proloundly Interacted Ifl tin sub¬

ject, and whose sincerity cannot be questioned.
It ls of good omen to the COOM of goonian tem¬

perance that such men ure coming forward nud

taking the reins of leadership. The tannin's

have lind too much power heretofoie, and ha*c
¦OOOeednd in retarding rather than forwarding
the movement. They have rejected in behalf
of UM cause ull oilers of ¦MJCfOOfB which have
been made by men OT organizations not com

milted to absolute prohibition, und have helped
to give success to the open enemies of tOMDOl
unco rather than join han.ls with the advocates
of restriction. The unwisdom of this policy
was clearly shown in the elections ol last fall,
and it is most (.ncoiiragii.g to see that the
warning is not to puss unheeded.

JUSTICE TO THE ISMAN*.
Daniel Graham, a BoatM Sioux Indian, Dude

an application last August to enter a qu.ii'er
sett ion of land In Nebreeka and take out a

patent therefor. The application was n fused by
the Commissioner of the General Load Ottoc.
Daniel Graham was a tesl (usc mi which im¬

portant claims listed. The beta ere briefly us

follows:
lu 1*1.0 oportion of tbe Bootee Blom with¬

drew from their tribe for the purpose ot taking
up farms under the Patent net. 'I lu so men

nereemoog tln.se who had cold the Iorgo body
Of land whhh now Iii ins the best port Ol
Minnesota for six cents an acre ; they had ul.-o
lu (ii breed to sella strip of load on the Min*
necote Uiver for li sum which would have
brought In about 91,000 to catii family.
Neil her cf thoo sums had been poid to tin nt.

Nie tientj of IM.H offered to beare to each
Saidee Sioux who should adopt civilized modes
of life, and who shiiilil prove his ability to tarni

land, a patent fer hil land, vitcli as would be

grained to any while pettier, on application.
The Sioux, honorer, who accepted thii after
andreeolTed to Iced i cWUioed life, was ie-

ijtiiicti on oath to reeignall dobo on Ibo Gov-
ernment for the money doe to hun. in other
wok!., as Dr. Williamson staled the case,
" the-e Ml D purchase citizenship ot a veiy groot
price. These n.itiu ol tin country uro re¬

quired tO buy ul u co .1 of MTOTOl thousands ni

doUaretbal which li given without money or

[lin lo every immigrant from Asia, Lmopoor
Anica."
The BOBtM Sioux so Mferlj desired civiliza¬

tion that they ri solved to make this Mtllfluo.
They resigned their claims, ojiened farms in an

unbroken wilderness, willi neither money,
horses nor ploughs, breaking the ground
with their hoes. "They stood us a delfnco
for tivo yeats between the whites and the
¦ lld Sioux," says tho missionary j " it ls
owing to them that not a drop of white
blood was sheil." This was lu 1800. For
fourteen years they have persevered. Tiny
have proved themselves skilful and successful
farmers. They have built comfortable houses,
schools and churches, and live happily and
peacefully together. They havo made them¬
selves what it is the professed aim of the
Government to make every Indian i self-sup¬
porting producerc civilic-4 Christians. Yet

tin. patents which tvere solftmnly promised to
Hu ni as soon as their ground was under culti¬
vation, aud for which they paid so enormous a

price, havo been refused to MOM until tho

present time. Every one of these men has

worked his ground during these fifteen

years knowing that ho could be driven
out without a day's warning at tho whim of
tho agent or an official nt Washington,
This is the. patent for which Daniel Graham

applied nnd which was twico refused. Gra¬
ham appealed to {secretary Teller. The Secre¬
tly has reversed the decision of tho Commis¬
sioner of tho Land Offic-r. and ordered Gra¬
ham-patent to bo issued. Every Sioux who
has cultivated his ground under tho conditions
of tho treaty of 18G9 is by this decision en¬

titled to a patent for it. It is pleasant to re¬

cord such nu act of justice, however tardy.

HATS OFF.
A member of the Connecticut Legislature has

Introduced iu tliat body a bill requiring that
every elector shall reniovo his hat when he de¬

posits his voto in tho ballot-box, Precisely
what mot ive actuated themovernf this bill does
not nppear. Hu not having explained it, it is
oneu to conjecture. Possibly tho purpose ot
tho Connecticut law-giver may bo to clothe the
serious business done at the ballot-box with a

solemnity suited to its high responsibilities,
lt may bi' that ho ta_os the proper viow that the
act of voting, being an oxercise of the hi_.he._t
privilege known to civilized mau, to-wit, that of
selecting his own rulers and making his own
laws, should be entered upon with dignity and
discharged with a degree of formality and cere¬

mony cotnmcnsuiato with its importance. It is
fair to prcsumo that thc author of tho bill had
(his in mind in introducing the measure, and it
is easy to see that the proposition in based
upon the highest ideal of n pure democracy and
tho most elevated conception of the worth of
citizenship. He hu.' discerned the fact that the
.itizen at the ballot-box stand* in the presence
of his sovereign, that His Majesty The People is

represented there before bim in tho most con¬

crete form attainable, and that it is only de¬
corous and proper to stand uncovered in so

august % presence.
Perhaps, too, he imagines thal thc average

voter will lOOOgnlM the fact that when he un¬

covers to Ute Majesty of the People he some-

he w, in a faint, vague way, does fractional honi-

Oge io himself. And it is mb to say in » gen¬
eral MOM that M one revolts from contributing
to hieown self-worship. Om-Connecticut legisla¬
tor has accordingly.-if our presumption is sale.
the asniiiauce that the ordinary voter is not un¬

willing to take Dirt hat oil lo himself; that ho
will not kick if ordered to nneoeer in an act of
adulation of which he is in part Mint and alto-
gnthei worehipper. There remaine. however,
the question whether the voter in a tune democ¬
racy, wilone gi cutest Joy if. not so much in the
abatract idee of the spv-relgnty of the people
a* in tbe concrete notion tbal be nogoa be
pleases without dictation, will cnlmly submit
te tbe direction of on] body of [»w»mckcn
which contrail ties bielight under the Consti¬
tution to casi bis vole covered or uncovered,
clad or uncled, so be comes to tbe polls without
oftending dei ency or violating law, It will aol
hedlepoted that it would greatly mid to tin- dig¬
nity of the elective fronchioe if every voter

should, without any requirement of law, bot
simply Irom his own sense of propriety, OOUM
uncovered to tho exercise of his highest and
most sacred right as n i iti/-t'ii in a republic It
ls Hot improbable that such 0 pTOCtilO would,
to a di'giee, temi to ,mrify politics by attaching
to tho functions of riti-/eiis|iip a certain cere¬

monial and fmiiiiility that would actually in-
dnrf. thought in lutes nmi reflection on the port
of the voter and BOMpol him to thiuk seriously
about it.

\\> are very much disposed to a favorable
consideration of the motives of tho Connecti¬
cut legislator. Hut utter oll« the fact remains
that our National and State conitilntioni have
erected BO Insuperable bar to mi.li leglsln-
lion. The clli/en cunno mme be required to
nu...vcr nt tho bnllot-box than he cm be to

(..nus in ii dresH-ciiat to depohil his vote. The
Bebrew performs his bigfacct cele of worehlp
eorered. mid the Quaker ls hourn! by Ins creed
todd do detereoee to sovereign or mortal moo
by uncovciiiig. The spiiil of ihe prO| used law,
if not Ito letter, would practically dicfraaehiM
both these chuw-s. There is 00 si atilt., li.w
that we know ot requiring coint witnesses or

spectators tO be uncovered. Hut in court, as in
legislative bodies, it ls tho uitwiiiten !,..*. of
custom mid precedent. u Hats ell " would be a

good rub ut the polls, but it can only be BBteb*
liehod by tho wholesome Ofteet Of good exam¬

ple ai d penlaton! practice, and not by poiittve
law.

.4 NAllOSAL SYltu
During this week the students m almost every

- bool and college in the country li ive been
busy with lluir semi-annual exuinitiatiotis. A
Very simple and coininriidublc thing upon the
suif.no. The boy or girl U examined upon tho

te .it-books which he or she has studied tinting
the last live months. In Juno there will bo
another ev ;iiiiiation, and if both MO satisfac¬
tory the student pas-e- info n htghef class.
Within the last lise vt ars, however, parent!
linvo bellin to suspect that there is something
inheiently defective In the system of educa¬
tion ami tao ine.orablo examinations uud
" pasings " In which their children uro sub¬
jected. Tub TuiituNK mid other Jooroo! i bore
tried to rooae them to a ooneciouaneM of thia
defect* and if what crt say oo tho eobjoet now

OB. DM only a hackneyed repetition it is
because tho errors and their consequences
..iie s'i'.l unaltered, while the danger to tho
children increasee with everj day. What is
the matter1 Lei ns see.

Tho range ot study required of thc child of
Well-to-do parents fifty years ri.ro was com¬

paratively small, and was mastered leisurely
and with BOBO. It comprised ii knowted I of
the claesios, of French, of Englleb end Ameri-
COO history, of geography. 0 rudimentary study
ol' algebra and geometry, mid ii very scanty
tm uro of science. Pvt ry year in that half
century has immeasurably widened tito Mope
of e.i. h of thCM branches of knowledge, while
the lu nins of boys aro no stronger DOC larger.
Let any parent who has children to eilucate
make, for example, an estimate of tho advance
which has been made in tho sciences alone,
and the hard, faithful, unflagging amount of
study required ti the student who would thor¬
oughly master even ono of them. Not only
has discovery iiierensortSsJhe amount of knowl¬
edge open to us on eVttfy side, but tho na¬

tions of tho world havo been brought closo
tugothor, and hints of their philosophy,
thoughts and inventions press upon us in

every morning's newspaper and published
work, and insult our ignorance. Now tho
mistake of Ilie American system of education
is that it insists that every lad, no mat¬
ter what his natural capacity, no nun ter
what his intended prolessnui or hud-
negrt, shall master each and all of
these branohos of knowledge. The well-edu¬
cated boy must have studied the classics", mod¬
em languages, tho sciences, the higher mathe¬
matics, history, philosophy, religious systems,
physiology, metaphysic* art aud music. We

win dto the curriculum of no one school or

college, but let any father take bis boy's lilt
for this year and see the work laid ont for
him. Ile, the father, at mature age, gives his
mind to only ono pursuit in life if ho means
to succeed. Ile is a tradesman, an author, a

lawyer, a chemist or a mathematician j he linds
one line of study sufficient for his brain. But
his son or daughter is expected to crowd into
au immature brain tho rudiments of a dozen
mental crafts. Of course, nothing could be
more desirable than that each of our children
should thus become an Admirable Crichton;
there aro only two difficulties in the way.the
time given for the cramming of their brains,
and tho capacity of tho brains themselves. It
is a physical impossibility to make a Ind thor¬
oughly acquainted with any of these enormous
fields of knowledge in tho time allotted for his
education. Hence, the present expedient of
cramming him with the condensed rudiments
of all.
Wo have before us, for example, a General

History, used in one of the first colleges in the
country, in which the reigns of ten English sov¬

ereigns, with dates and priucipal events, are

condensed into a single page i and a Lesson in
an Introduction to the Natural Sciences (in¬
tended for girls of twelve) containing twenty
laws of primal importance without a lie of
explanation. What real knowledge or love of
the subject can any child or young man have
after this unnatural cramming f But the ex¬

aminations on which they are " to pass " do
not test their real love or knowledge of any
subject, but only their acquaintance with the
words of tho text-books. Education, In brief,
is reduced to a huge task of memorizing. The
preparatory schools are forced to fall into the
samo system. Here and there a teacher or

school or college has protest. d. But lt has
been swept into tho current. The ambition of
our Institutions of learning is not to insplro
all of their studeuts, no matter what their nat¬
ural capacity, with a zeal for leuruing, to
ground thom thoroughly in those studios
which will be necessary to them through life,
but to be known as "having the highest stand-
ard''; that is, to make tho requirements of study
in their four years' course so difficult that only
the phenomenal boy can satisfy them.
" Theft is no pinto for lame ducks in my
ek-BOOBf" said an eminent toacher lately.
Now what lt the etfect of this system t The

boy who passes through it successsfitlly
chooses 0 single line of study with which to
earn his living, and adheres to that, and the
great mass of undigested facts drop out of his
brain. For one such successful student theft
ure u hundred who aro thrown back, from
lheir inability to perform a task which was

unjustly and cruelly made too hard for them.
They iii iy not imitate tho poor lad in Phila¬
delphia lust week, who, after ycart-, of successive
failures, took laudanum and ended it all; hut

they aro discouraged for life, and written
down Bi dunces, when it ls not they who are

to Unmet but the inexorable system which
bes groond the vitality out of their brains.
Reform in this matter will uot come from
si boole or teacher-., bOQQOM their ambition
ranges itself ou tho side of the error. But
p;n.-nts are beginning to look into the matter
lure in New-York and elsewhere. It is their
duty to do it. A mau may uot know much
about text-books, but lie does osdtntaod hi-
child's brain uml body and how much forcing
thoy will endure.

SC IKN Tl EIC IS 0. VIS I ll VENESS.
There ls something bold snd progressive in tbs

term scientific investigation which inspires the av¬

erage maa to roll it under his tongue as a sweet
h..i.-.-I. It wim undoubtedly tbe Mea of advancing
the cause ot ermine which induced the Canadian
iiicib. al studeuts to devote themselves to luxly-
nunichmtr uml afterward to parade the (street*
brandishing ..rm and tbigb hones. It was this spirit
which recently caused u zealous physician to begin
what wus call>4 e post-mortcin exauiiiiaiton
he!..rc breath had left tho sub-

jtxits body. Thc samo undue curiosity
canned toe capture cf the yoting person now exhib¬
ited hi 1 .undon ttj thc "missing link." The "link"
lm a peaceful exlsteuce upon a sunny isle in sum¬

mer deas, urobablv living from day lo day ou the
nutritious cocoanut cracked on the beads of other
" links, " with baked missionary on Simd iv, happy
nnl undisturbed, uutil tbe |Kngli-b show¬
man appeared. The lat ter accused tbe
''link" of possessing the " rudiments of
a till.'' This the "liu_t." being unac¬

quainted with tbe English language aud the Dar¬
winian iberny, was nuable to deny. The sbowiusu
also perceived ni the "link" un Eta-i-like preva-
leuceot hair, in which the iiii-.ii-p.-(-r iug " link '" took
coiisidr-sblo pihle. Tho result was that thc

wretched "link" was suddenly dragged away from
tho c..'daunt, the onssiouary and lbs other " liuka,"
and now in a state of captivity is made a vulgar
»h.nv. All this CO account cf the alleged "rudi¬
ments of a tail'' aod in.iott hairiness. Ilin other
uativo have promptly betaken themselves to lOBBCB
uud tioii-eijs, but the " link'' pines lu London on uo-

eenat of a scientific theory.
There is a case nearer at band, however, which

illustrates even more turcihly that sci.-ititlo in¬

quisitiveness may go ns far as a Chicago or tit.
Louis reporter. A man in Port Jervis, N. Y., in
prcfiuiter lust was caught between two cns and
waa taken home lu a helpless condition, apparently
paralyzed tioui the waist down. Ile was also
laboring under the weight if twa additional mis¬
fortunes. Il" had taktu out several ac td.nt iu-
suraiico policies, and be ii sud to have had an un¬

favorable reputation. For both be did ample
penance. He was hell to be shamming, and scieu-

tititi investigation wss set at work. "Needles were

thrust io the hone in bis limbs and deep incisions
were made with lances. Ile submitted to those
tests twenty eight diflereut times without evincing
tbe alighted physical pain." 'Ihe scientific investl-

gOton. not being satisfied, wished to administer an-

idsi holies, so that the out lol of tbe nerves night be
dt siro.cd, but the subject refused his consent. At
this point one doctor, whose furiosity was sated,
nithdicw. believing tho luana lower extremities to

be nally pcfaljBBfl and without feeling.
¦a conclusion that appear- highly rea¬

sonable. Hui more ui(|iiieitive scientis's arrived rn

the interests of the insurance company. They ap¬

plied a powerful ourreut from a galvanic battery,
lhere were two results, "a slight upwuid motion ot

one big toe " and " the huming of tbe tl. sit d. eply "

by a portion ot tbe wire which was uncovered.
A "bottle of boiling water" and a pieco of

leo were then pasted up nnd down tbe pa¬
tient's lefs, bnt be said that he Ml ro sen¬

sation of heat or cold. " Tor lbs next test the doc¬

tor took ii pair of sharp-pointed dividers ur calipers
and, spreading them apart, thrust one point in the
subject's Isg ami made a deep circle in the ll.-sh
with tti. other. Tbis was done in several places.
The patient did not wince under the test." lue
sci.'iiiuic investigators declined to say what, they
thought of tbe result. Neither aro tho thoughts of

the patient chronicled,
It is to be regretted that the doctors said nothing,

Pee...use lt would be pleasant to know that scientific
curiosity was for euee fully satisfied. Probably
this will not occur, however, until the man's lower

extremities huve been cremated in a blast

furnace, or run through a stump mill. As
for the patient, bia enthusiasm over acci¬

dent insurance polloles hus undoubtedly materially
subsided. IScieiitltically it was a very Interesting
case. Hut If tbis thirst for sclentitio inquiry in¬

creases, no ci tl/..-n can bo suro when he ls safe. If
be wears a flowing board he may be seized upon as

the "missing liuk," and utilized to point tbe moral
of a so.entiflo lecturer. If he falls sick his enthusi¬
astic physician muy see flt to illustrate in bis cass

the ailee.ts or new medicines, while if he meets with
cu occident the trceUmnt that eveiU _____* ui_*iei

certain circumstances has drend/been dsscr it)
If he attempts to die hi may be subjected to c
autopsy before thc breath U ont of his body and I
any event he U reaconably sure of having his bod*
.tolen sf.er death, foe Klee tl Oe purposes, lt inm
inquisitiveness of Western reporters U to be m
warmly reprehended, why not rebuke thc enriotdu
of ovor-ieaiom scientists, whloh ic certeinlj ra-Um
more dangerous in i ts resu 1 ts I

Pl^RSONAL\ "

It ls laid that the death of Mr. Ciitchett thc
eminent Engbah oculist, was hastened by renior-1
for a gruve la.stakc warfe by bim lu anopUS
The lion. C'barlcc W. Stone, the retiriiiJ

Lieutenant-Governor of Pen neyIvan is, was list
week presented by the Rtate Renate with a hand
some gold walch and chain, valued at $coo?
The presidency of the National Rifle Associating

has been offered to General Grant, bit he has .In¬
clined lt on the ground thathlstimeMno.vsomii(s__
occupied that it wonld be Impossible for lum t,, Ji
tend to the duties of tbe offloe.

° *u

On Tuesday next the Biickinglum. England
Liberal Association will celebrate by an elaborate
banquet the Jnhllee of Slr Harry Vernav. who waa
elected to Parliament for liuckfiiglutu ni LgftJ .....i

is still its member.
Oovernor Foster, of Ohio, gave hLs first official re-'

ception for tbe season last Wedneeday evening, am!*'
most brilliant one it is described to have buen. Thal
Hon. Noah fiwayne, of Toledo, sou of Justine
Hwayne, of tbe Supreme Court, acted as marshal of'
the occasiou.

Miss Emma Wiwin, otherwise Mlle. Nevada, Ung
year receives $1,000 per month for singing i^
opera in Paris. Next year her couirsot calls fut
$1,100 per month, aud iu tbe following year $1,200
per month, By the explratioo of h<*r present cou-
tract she will thus have earned $a.'...iH) at tha
Opera Comique. Thou she will come home te
America, to make some more.

Writes the Parla correspondent of Life (London) |
" Miss Lilian Nordics, the American prime donna,
made her appearance as Ophelia lu ' Hamlet' at thc
<Jiand Opera the other night. French critloe cocas

plain of her strong American accent, andstlghtlf
auitural voice ; on the other hand, thev admit that
her ai ms snd hands ure above reproach, and that
her eves, teeth and smile are not uninteresting!'
Mr, Alexander Doyle ls rapidly bringing to com.

rlstion in his New-Orleans studio the model of
bis statue of General Robert E. Lee for the Lee
Monument Association of that city, the mode', li
fifteen feet high and contains about five tone ol
clay. It will be csst In bronze in some Northern
foundry. It represents ths Confederate obleffslu
dressed in his fsuilltar uniform sud cavalry Inn's,
s'.ui'llna with folded anus, aud a sad, stern expu-1-
sion resting upou bis face.
Johann Straass, the Walrer-K.'.nig of th<_

Vlennese, having divorced his second wife, ls about
to wed a third. She ls a young and beautiful
Jewish widow, Strauss by name, so that she will
not have to sacrifice acoipiunen at the altar of
Hymen, Instead, however, she will sacrifice lur
religion. After a honeymoon at Nice the happy
nair will return to Vicuna, and Herr Johann wilt
realize the dream of his Ino by becoming niauaif-i
of tho Karl Theatre.
Chief Justice Cartter, of the District of Columbia,

it is said, was looking at some tables and desks ia t,
Washington furniture store, recently, when he
noticed the possibility of making a jrreat I tnprovo-

nient In covering tallies. Calling for a board and
pl.ceofn1otb.he explained tel tho proprietor bis
ideas nu the subject, mul (hen went his wav, thinks
tug nothing mme ot it. tjiuce then he ha* ascer¬

tain .1 that his suggestions have be.-n pm to use,
and that there is now pcuduig an application for e

petenl based thereon.
Another story about RiOOO-. David Davis and |

repot ter. The latter Dad called ou the Judge to ask
for information of such a nature tbat the very
question was an insult to a mun of Mr. I) ivi-'s chars
i< ter. Looking calmly at him, and slightly brat lng
himself in his chair, the Judge asked lils ititerlocu*
tor to step to the window and look down. He did
so. "How far is it to the bottom t" "Aboul
thirty feet.'' ''Well, sir,' edd Judge Beete
stern..-, "do you know what I ought to da
wiiliy.'ii? 1 ought to take you, sir, and drop yin
out ut that window, sir. for your impudence in ask-

tier such a question. Good day, sir.''
Bkrlin, Jan. 27..Herr Carl yon Elscnderher. the

newly appointed German representative at Washs
lofton, hu- gone to Bremen aud will sail ou Sunda/,
for New-York.

GENERAL NOTES. '7>*^- *

Whether tho noticeable decline in the Fug*
Itth excise revenue Indicates rsfonnatlon or poverty ls I
lustier of doubt.

King John, of Abyssinia, Ins lost his throne,
ttioiuu he retains bis kingdom. Tots apparent parsdog
lie-ins that a baud of rascally Bedotia* bsve stolen m
tiraud new tbrone mads to order for lae Kiar, regar.lt
less of expense, by sn Kagltsa firm st A lea, sat lc*
trusted to s caravan for tafe conveyance snd delivery,
ibe robbers stseked tbe oiravsn just outside of Ailee,
und not only gol nwnr wtti tae tbioue, b it also o irrt .t
off six bundred .1 .v.rations of tbe Abyssinian Drusi
of tbe deal of Solomon.

A Japanese newspaper states that ¦0O00____tf
to s recent scosus there are In tbe Umpire of Japsn 1 li
newspapers, one of wbtoti baa a circulation of 19.000
dally. Tbe laws require tbat tbe publisher be Jspansse,
and tbat tbe chief editor be held pee ii ti Isrily reipoa.

slbls for slanderous publications. After bim tbe write!

ls responsible. The editor's mime must be publ!shs«i
and the name of tbe writer of eseh article mast be,
stfusd to lt. I"stints to snnounoe by name tbs peraog
so!nully responsible readers tbe Journal Hubie to be sups

pressed, and there srs also penalties for signing wroog
or tlct Iti'.us names to articles. Very severe pualsbai«at|
are provided tor any Indignity put upon tbe laws of tbe

realm or the machinerv fe' their enfore- nient. Ibero l|
also sahl to be a provision of law requiring newspapers
lo publish all eoiuiiiuuleatloiis Sil.lr.sscl to tee-n 1|
must be saiilu* to a Jupau'se editor to be oblifml tc
lit-tnt Indignant letters irom subscribers ordering tn ca
to "stop my paper."
Some time ago an eccentrle Er.glishir.afi

iisuii-'l W blufteUl died leavlugtu trust tbe sum ot Bi.ood
to bo applied to the publ1c.itt.ni of a book wbtob be had
written entitled " Elides of the Kuiure," the profits fronl

the ssle «f the book to be divided between eeriatn of bil
heirs aud tbe National Hospital or St. John tb.- tv-CfB.
fsi at Oxford. A first edition of OOO copies wns primed
in 1870, ai a cost ot etoo, but tu the Urst vear only
t w en. Tone ooptrs were sold sud since then un!y a slogll
copy bas b.-en disposed of Manifestly then- was nfl

chanre for a division of prorlia, sud lt leemed so absurd
to hold the money for application under the trust thal
the heirs pluoked up couralie to ask the courts toi tba

remaining CI.HOO, snd. what ts more surprising, ibef

foi lt. hut the ^realest surprise of sll - is tint bs

rustens of ins hospital cato a pnettealUlaetrattca _f
lue " 1-lUkS of the 1'ut (lu. " br offcrlug UO i.ppOslll.U.

BITS OF CRIUCIS.'T.

What Bombo Umbi h wk Dom.--Here we
tlSVo one .! Mn.Keridi e's ouu.iu .ts. llninoo's U S I O

he thc lovoof Bcuii-uent, a id Juliet's lhai of pus-iou.
lo ns ibis seems lulisiinr-tlnu without a differ.vi.c. Hist
love ls ofieu deepi St iiu.l sirou/es. wu.eli mules un ut*

Wald SIKU, Whl.'i is cement le -tiff.-r, lo work, lt jr. to be

foi'KO.ien b> Itsolijeet. But the love of seiillme.it of

passion betrays linell in such words mid acts as are is*

Ourdell bub of Koiueouti i Juliet Cfs aro uot st silsurS
that'll UtiiueO were to many Juliet, and live, sa*. '4

Ucriford«'... Miyfiilr, be srotsld bm oe tottan lure*,
months nf,- r ti ia ttl .tit.! playliiK billiaids st his elli'', lb*

ltSll-I of sliarlug his wife's o-uipauy..ithe npc-lator.

Mk. Fkoi.i_e Caiibuk..Successful, and des
Sftve.li}' Siicesns.ill, as Mr iM'uUilt- has tl. eu, stn! .'lisnit-

illari} as he eau w ile on .my smiled tba. he cn.es ta

Liku un, he is nev eft I i.s. s otispicuous tnsi-ttire a *

ui..n of much tuleiit and some genius who mis tu.t itx-a

Inn vocation. His cvnlolsu>, his M.tei-uo.-*. bis D'rcs

hatred oi soon, things at vthic-i he is Bevel weaijl ot mw

lu-, his W..ut of tleliifiit lu ai.) .bini., betray S silsptcios
ou als own part ih.it iii-, career ls a linnie. If Ba HO
onl. noell calle.! to the ..ar carly etiou^u he uiusl -ave

speedily earned a reputation as tho most slttl-l oatm

cale ot his tiin«-.ui advocate wh>*e t-trtioi.ims-y
faculty of doing wouders for his olieuu ls ui.ne tu* ie"

uutioe.il.le because ol his incapacity lo sit lu lu>» Pia*-1* oi

Judtiiiiont.- il'-io Atlieli.l-uul.

Rossetti's Pim KK-i.-In all Mr. BoMMflj
woik, hts aim is toeiuuwi soilio p.*'ileidea.t''e*.>i-*w-»
tuimsof eolorand tomi ccrtaiu lu.iti,-lits ..n.i. lueu ¦...

his conception, and the admitted drawbacks tu the uiau

uer In wuich that conception was wrouichl eCj. W_atcama

v. o lo say or tbe work as it ..lauds I Hnuply thst I MB
Hie most lovely series of pictures which WS huve issej
mo whoie range of modem art, aul to Und a fotamm
with which, we must go back to Italy sud uer tjtomm
masters. Tliere la uoi a smglt. living coloiist in aur js»

(we trill give our readers Asia. Africa a.d A tiitstjs*-.. 'Uri

vii.>se picture* would nol look ©old and onr-iu**...

placed lu this nailery j there ls nol a sui-le coli>n<<- tum

world has ever neon, bes do who» . p .luUiup' »'^r 9
the-..' mUht uot hana, aud bold ibelr own. We are «<"

sixaklug mistily or lu exacgei.-tion lu »a> lug *""*. " JI
u literal"act thai tnere is uo toyeU»r color ni <*\"''?"lJ
than that of wiilok Uwtio ere _u_u_j sp otiasas aef*

{'-as OotaiV-ot.


